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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research was to study the political repercussions of the policy to suppress
influential people involved with the underground lottery implemented by the government of Police Lieutenant
General Dr. Thaksin Shinawatra in Electoral Zone 1, Nonthaburi Province from 2001 to 2006.

The sample consisted of one politician (a former adviser to the prime minister), two major
underground lottery bosses, four minor underground lottery bosses, six underground lottery field workers and
three related police officers.

The results showed that the major and minor lottery bosses and their workers as well as related
police officers suffered a drop in income as a result of the government’s policy to suppress influential people
involved with the underground lottery. Most of the lottery bosses stopped operating their underground lotteries
temporarily because they were afraid of being arrested and having their assets seized. Some continued operating
their business by relying on their good relationship with the police officers in charge of suppression. When the
general parliamentary elections were held in 2003, the major and minor underground lottery bosses voted for
the government party both in the party list and individual list elections because they had a close and mutually
supporting relationship with the government party candidates for members of parliament. The underground
lottery field workers and the related police officers did not vote for the government party candidates because
they did not have a close or mutually supporting relationship with them. The government’s underground lottery
suppression policy caused them to lose income.

To solve the problem of the underground lottery, the government should revise relevant laws to
enable the Government Lottery Office to sell lottery tickets legally and should hold a public education
campaign to encourage people to stop gambling in the underground lottery. To eliminate the underground
lottery, the laws should be amended to allow the government to seize the assets of underground lottery bosses.
To better understand the influence of the underground lottery on the political system, more research on the

underground lottery bosses’ political influence should be promoted.
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