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The purpose of this thesis is to study the effect of the rapids blasting in Mekong river the respect to
economy and cultural of the local fishery community livelihood in Vieng sub-district Chiangkhong
district, Chiangrai province, including the movement of the community against rapids blasting. It was
found that local fishery community livelihood is dependant on natural resources from Mekong river.
But since year 2002 after the blasting, the ecology of the Mekong river has changed, the quantity of fish
had decreased, cost of living has increased while the income has decreased, and fishermen are in debt
more than in the past. Because of economic pressure, many fishermen have to abandon fishery and
change to trade, tourist and wage labor. Change in the production system effects faith, and ceremonial

life of local community.

The hardship that fishermen had faced, made local fishermen organize of themselves and against
rapids blasting by joining with other local organizations, resistance movements to study are formgd
natural resources available in Mekong river and rights of the 09mmw to protect the natural resources.
They also formed alliance network with the outside organizations. The movements are clearly and
continuously organized. That government became interested and participated in resolving the community

problem. The rapids blasting has now been temporary stopped.





