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ABSTRACT

This research was conducted to find out: 1) pexsoga'lEan% ?o%oigxgmic
backgrounds of farmers participating in the Extension Project of U-thong Herbal Material
Integrated Center, Suphanburi province, 2) their production needs, and 3) their opinions on the
project. The data were collected by means of pretested interview schedulgs from 55 farmers
participating in the project and analyzed by using the SPSS.

The findings revealed that most farmers were equally male and female with
52 years old average. Most of them were over 50 years old, married, had completed compulsory
education, were not member of any groups, organizations or local institutions. They had an
average of four family members, two of them contributed to agricultural labor; 4 years
agricultural experience. They owned 12.53 rai land and planted 0.67 rai of herbs.

Research revealed that the farmer wanted to grow Turmeric (Curcuma longa
Linn.) and Phai (Zingiber cassumunar Roxb.) at the high level due to simple culture, care,
harvesting and sale. They wanted tc grow Creat (dndrographis paniculata Nees), Tinospora
(Tinospora crispa miers ex Hook. f), Bitter gourd (Momordica charantia L.), Acanrthus
(Rhinacanthus nasutus Linn.), Cissus (Cissus quadrangularis Linn.), Orthosiphon (Orthosiphon
grandiflorus Bolding), Thunbergia (Thunbergia laurifloria Linn.) Siamese cassia (Cassia siamea
Lamk) and Nut grass (Cyperus rotundus Linn.) at the moderate level; and Sea holly (Acanthus
volubilis Linn.), Javanese long pepper (Piper retrofractum Vahl.), Vernonia (Vernonia cinerea

Less), Phyllanthus (Phyllanthus urinaria Linn.) at the low level.
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The easiest herbs to grow were Turmeric, Phai and Creat, ranging from Tinospora,
Bitter gourd, Acanthus, Cissus, Orthosiphon, Thunbergia, Siamese cassia and Nut grass. Sea
holly, Javanese long pepper, Phyllanthus and Vernonia were viewed that their culture and seeds
were hard to find.

Turmeric and Phai were viewed as the herbs of simplest care, followed by
Tinospora, Bitter gourd, Creat, Acanthus, Cissus, Orthosiphon, Siamese Cassia, Thunbergia and
Javanese long pepper. The farmers viewed that Sea holly, Nut grass, Phyllanthus, and Vernonia
were difficult to harvest.

In simple harvesting, the farmers’ opinion were that Turmeric and Phai had highest
score followed by Tinospora, Bitter gourd, Acanthus, Creat, Cissus, Nut grass, Thunbergia,
Orthosiphon and Siamese cassia, respectively. The most difficult herb to harvest and process
were Sea holly, Javanese long pepper, Phyllanthus, and Vernonia.

Turmeric, Creat, and Phai were also leaders in easy distribution and marketing,
followed by Bitter gourd, Tinospora, Thunbergia, Acanthus, Orthosiphon, Cissus and Siamese
cassia, respectively. The farmers viewed that Javanese long pepper, Sea holly, Nut grass,
Phyllanthus and Vernonia had the least score in distribution and marketing.

It is recommended that there should be similar research in other areas to study
what farmers want to grow. Also the farmers should be coached in the methods of growing herbs
in order to get quality product, the herbal seedlings should be distributed to farmers, and price

guarantee should be made.



