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ABSTRACT

TE152597

This qualitative research was aimed at analyzing relationship between
communication and violence in four families in which the wives were physically and mentally
assaulted by the husbands. The data was mainly gathered by means of observation, formal, informal
and in-depth interviews with the assaulted wives.

The study showed that the four cases were all nuclear families. The wives were
married when they were young and were assaulted during their first year of marriage. When they
contacted their relatives or people in the community whom they respected to ask for help after being
physically and mentally assaulted they were advised to reconcile which eventually led to conflict and
tension minimization for a short period of time. Later on, the husbands continued assaulting their
wives at a higher degree of violence. The study also revealed that the wives were the centers of
family communication. The husbands were informed of family issues rather than being consuited.
Regarding the relationship between communication and violence in the families, it was found that
husbands and wives were both senders and receivers of messages. The communication depended on
the couples’ behavior and the context at the time of communication which were related to violence in
the families as they interacted with each other with mental and physical assaults. The husbands were
found to act more vioient]y than the wives. After the violence, there was no communication between

them as the conflict was too severe. They chose to withdraw and stayed away from each other after



which tension was accumulated to the point of another violence breakout, making a new cycle of
violence which finally led to divorce. ~ Concerning impacts on the wives and children, it was found

that the violence had more mental effects than physical ones. In one case, the son who had regularly
witnessed violence in the family was assaulted by the father, causing him to become an easily angry
person, throwing or damaging things during anger. It was speculated that when he grows up and has

a family of his own, he may reproduce violence in his family as he had leamed from his parents.



