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ABSTRACT - TE 152973

The purposc of this rescarch were to study : 1) demographic characteristics of
the first-ycar students majoring in mass communications; 2) a dccisioh making proccss in regard
to their major; 3) factors affecting a decision making process which include personal factors,
motivation factors and social factors. The samples were 172 first-year studenis majoring in mass
communication in Payap University, Chiang Mai University, and Rajabhat Institute (Chiang Mai
Campus). The data were gathered by means of questionnaires and analyzed by the SPSS/PC
program.

It was found that 59.30% of the respondents were females while 40.70% werc
males. Their average family income was 30,001 ~ 40,000 bath per month. The great majority of
respondents (73.26%) graduated from high school before studying in mass communication. Morc
than half (61.05%) passcd the cxamination directed by cach university. In the casc of passing the
Northern Quota University cntrancc examination, 57.14% of respondents chosc this major as
their first ranking whilc 44.90% of those who passcd university cntrance cxamination did.

Considering the respondents” decision making process. they mostly scarch for
information from mass mcdia. Then they analyzed ithat information themsclves and making
dccision on sclecting their own majors.

It was found that thc motivation factors affccted their decision-making process
sclecting their majors at a high level. This factor also has a high influence on freedom of creation
but a low influcnce on a good salary.

Social factors affected their decision-making process in sclecting their majors at
a moderatc level. Yet, this factor has a high influcnce on the interesting issues concerning their
profcssional carcer proposcd by mass mcdia. It was found that their fricnds have a low influcnce

on their sclection of the major.



