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Abstract

242338

The study entitled “Local-level Political Change in a Multi-ethnic Community: A Case Study of
Tambon Mae Sa Long Nok, Amphoe Mae Fah Luang, Changwat Chiang Rai” aims to: 1) investigate
political, economic, social and cultural changes in the community during B.E 2540-2552 (1997-2009)
; 2) study the factors affecting political, economic, social and cultural changes in the community; and
3) analyze the relationship among political, economic, social and cultural changes in the community
that influenced local-level political changes during B.E. 2540-2552 (1997-2009). The data were
collected via in-dept interviews of key informants, participation observation, non-participation
observation and document research.

The study results showed that Mae Salong Nok Community had dynamic changes in politics,
economy, social and culture that affected from both internal and external factors, especially the
international and domestic political situations starting in B.E. 2527 (1984). The political situations
directly affected how the Thai Government planned its policy for the community. The designated
policies, especially the Assimilaton Policy that was implemented via the modern educational system,
nationality consideration, career and tourism promotion, changed the politics-from military rule to
local administration. The economy of the community changed from capitalism to a tourism-based
economy. In terms of social and cultural aspects, the community has adjusted to the globalized

modernity.



242338

Changes in politics, economy, social and culture in the community resulted in social class
designation. The new generation, who received modern education and nationality, wanted to
participate in politics, and this situation resulted in local-level political changes (Subdistrict
Administration Organization) in the community. In the past, the community was under a monolithic
structure of power, where children of the former-Chinese soldiers were in the power. But, when the
community structure changed, there was a split in the new social class. Decentralization has been
practiced, and politics is opened for people to participate in, This situation caused changes in political
power, in other words, the structure of power became more polycentric. Considering factors affecting
the acceptanck of governing elite, it was found that personality, kinship relations, patron-client
relations, ethnicity, ethnic identity and political alliance/faction were the important factors for

obtaining political power in local government.
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