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ABSTRACT

Substance abuse is an important problem in Thailand, especially amphetamine use. In
particular amphetamine dependence is on the rise among female adolescents. This qualitative
study aimed to explore experiences of amphetamine dependent female adolescents from their own
perspective. Eleven female informants were selected using purposive sampling. Data were
collected from June 2003 to May 2004, using in-depth interview techniques. Content analysis
was adopted to analyze the obtained data. Results of this study found four themes that emerged
from experiences of amphetamine dependent female adolescents. 1) Initial factors related to
amphetamine use including family and friends, 2) reactions of amphetamine dependence
physically, psychologically, and emotionally 3) effects of amphetamine dependence on the
individual, family, and society, and 4) amphetamine dependence therapy including reasons for
therapy, need for support and planning of life after therapy.

The findings of this study provide a better understanding of amphetamine dependent
female adolescents experiences. The results could be used as baseline information for health care
providers and other organization in providing a model when responding to female adolescents

needs.





