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Mother-preterm infant feeding interaction is a significant factor affecting growth,
social-emotional, and cognitive development of preterm infants. This interaction also affects
adaptation of maternal role to be a good mother and the skills to care for preterm infants. The
purpose of this study was to describe mother-preterm infant feeding interaction and related
factors, based on Barnard’s model and literature review. Subjects included mothers and preterm
infants who were admitted to nursery wards 2 and 3, Maharaj Nakorn Chiangmai Hospital during
November 2006 to February 2007. Sixty-seven pairs of mothers and preterm infants were
purposively chosen. The research tools were an interview form comprising demographic data,
knowledge of infant cues and the response of mother, and the observation form on mother-
preterm infant feeding interaction. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and tested the
relationship between variables by Pearson’s product moment correlation coefficient, point bi-serial
correlation coefficient and chi-square.

The results of this study revealed that:

1. Eighty six point five percent (58 pairs) of subjects, mother-preterm infant, had a
positive quality of feeding interaction while 13.5 % (9 pairs) had a negative quality of feeding

interaction; and

2. Maternal factor especially obtaining information on interaction from health
personnel had a significant moderate positive correlation with mother-preterm infant feeding
interaction, (rpb= .355, p <.01). Concerning preterm infant factor, it was found that chronological
age of preterm infants when begin feeding and post-concéptional age of preterm infants had a
significant low positive correlation with mother-preterm infant feeding interaction, (rxy= .250, and
r,=.243,p< .05, respectively).

The results of this study indicate the importance of information dissemination
regarding mother-preterm infant feeding interaction. Health personnel should disseminate such
information concretely. This is anticipated to promote quality interaction between mothers and

preterm infants and provide proper care for mother and preterm infant individually.





