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The burposes‘of Th;*f:tud" woere to investi ata.the sepadation,
ecenomic. ind sceuial aspects of ‘the illegal abertion. patientsz! una Lo
study the cduses of such illeial abortion that teok place in ‘Tambol
Naimueng, Amphoe Mueny Kbon Hzen Province. The researcher aod iis
assistunts collectod data by meuns of interviewiag‘:he,pﬁtigntz.
The ;evezrchvr himse # gtaved in the house of one of the wezen who
performed illgal sboction. 400 patients were needed o provide, aad
'adeduate“daté base for andlyzihg the data: and to attain this target
the researcher tad tu spend 3 mouths and 17 davs in the illogal
abortion houze.

‘Mrom the collected data, tnevresﬁltsfrevealed that: |
@e women who got illegal abortion were mainly single tfomalas
aged between 20 and 24 years old. Most of the patients were students
who were studyiﬁg at the time of getting an }llcgal aborticn and =mcst
of them were stud§1ng at the college lcvel. Most of:the patiants’
parents ‘were still alive but the paticnts themselves wera 3taving

away from the Yamily in domitorics.
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Moot of tho pallicals spouscs oo boy friends wee2 reperted

31nzic'with the wie betweea 2% und 23 wears. dost of them finishied
vocal ional séhooLs at the diploma level. The occupation of the
majority was that of Joverment official and curned more than 2000 baht
. per month. ’ ; ;
For the patients who were married ( 21.50% ), most had their
firgt aarriage at tho age of sebwroen 20 and 24 yeurs. Mésc ol theam bad
two children. Regardless of this illegal abortion, most of thum had
alreadv had abortion at least once. Most of them had been pregnant for
2-3 months before foing to see the aburtionist.

Most of the pautients already had experience in using birth
‘contiol und had éxoerienccd'at icast one previous abortion. The plﬁcc
where the illeéal abortions took plqce were the performers’ own
houses. Before going fur the illepul, most of the putients hud already
taken soue kihds'of'medicincs that were believed to get rid of the
zygptc. Spouses or bouy fricnds of the patients agreed and encouraged
the paticats to get illewal abortion. But most of the paticnts parents
werc not infbrmcd about the matter. Most of' the patients who went for
the abotions in this place were recommended by their spouses or boy
friends.

The causes of lthe illegal abortions were more 6ften social
than economic with the specific rcasons of being a student, being
unmarried, and having boy friends who were alréady married.

For those who got illegal aboertions Ffor economic redsons, the
causcs were that pregnancy would obstruct their careers orythat they
could not afford to raise their children. Some patients were not ready

w

to have children and some already had cnough children;



