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The objectives of this research were to study the impression, concept, and methods of
the monks in conducting AIDS matters within a community. The researcher collected data from
S monks working for the AIDS program in the districts of Sanpatong, Maewamg, and Sansai,
Chiang Mai province. This qualitative research employed a multi-technique of data collection
such as the use of formal and informal interviews, participant and non-participant observations,
focus group discussions, and documentary analyses.

The research results were as follows.

The impression of the monks in conducting AIDS matters within a community derived
from their past experiences grown up from their agricultural families. Their families were poor
and economically exploited by other people. Their impression also came from their field studies
and community development in various places both within Chiang Mai and other provinces,
becoming their own community development concepts. Apart from preaching the villagers during
the AIDS crisis, the monks should provide them with assistance. There were some HIV patients,
who were ordained as the monks in their temple too, making the villagers afraid to accept them
and come to the temples. Consequently, those were the main reasons to draw the 5 monks into
the AIDS/HIV assistance activity.

Before entering into the monk hood, some of the case studied monks used to involve in
the sexual services and other kinds of sin activities. Therefore, when they were ordained as the
monks they intended to provide knowledge and understandings about AIDS/HIV for other monks

and villagers.

The monks’ concepts of conducting the AIDS activities within the community derived
from the needs to provide assistance for those infected victims, by applying the monks’
experiences for fortifying the right concepts with their firm intensions. Although, the villagers
firstly minded the monks’ AIDS/HIV assistance activities by not allowing them to conduct the
activities within the village premises, with the appropriate understanding provided by them
making the villagers had better ideas to prolong the activities. As the monks, they could
communicate with every target group understandingly. Their activities included AIDS/HIV and
drug addiction situations with the provocative and receptive strategics. They started by helping
the infected patients and extended the activities to other groups in other communities, including
the aged, housewife and youth groups. Their activities consisted of a vocational development and
promotion, psychological healings, ethic trainings, changing and adjusting the villagers to
understand the situations and to live together with the infected AIDS/HIV patients. The monks
showed the villagers that they could live with the infected people with no problem. If everyone
understands right, coordination with any governmental and private organizations to involve in the

assistance scheme could be possible.





