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Abstract

This research is designed to study the roles of Buddhist monks in the headwater forest
management in Amphoe Mae Chai, Changwat Phayao. It is a combined research of quantitative
and qualitative approaches. Tt is focused on overall picture of the monks’ roles in the natural
resource management,

The research is aimed at studying the monks’ roles as a local leader, at operation patterns,
and at individual contribution to natural resource management. The study is mainly based on the
work of Phra Khru Manasnathiphithak in order to investigate the opinion and participation of the
resident monks in Amphoe Mae Chai, Changwat Phayao, including the villagers’ opinions
towards the monks’ roles in natural resource management,

The results of this study revealed the operation patterns of Phra Khru Manasnathiphithak
and of Buddhist community monks in Amphoe Mae Chai, Changwat Phayao. As a local leader,
the venerable monk had played one of the most effective roles in the headwater forest
management. The Sangha had tried many strategies so as to settle the conflicts occurred among
the villagers. For example, in preaching the villagers the monks included some knowledge on
environment; they also produced audiovisual aids related to the forests, pointing out a difference

between the disturbed and undisturbed forests. In addition, the villagers were convinced of the



advantages and disadvantages of the virgin and invirgin forests. The venerable monk took the
villagers to see the headwater on the mountain so that they could see with their own eye how
different the forest in the past and the present is, after which the villagers began to realize and
accept the fact. In addition, Phra Khru Manasnathiphithak applied religious cetemony and
indigenous belicfs and practices for headwater-forest conservation, such as river life-prolonging
rite, forest ordination, etc. All of these traditional and religious practices are much helpful for
installing villagers’ awareness of the forest conservation and its significance. In addition, the
villagers are encouraged to extend forest conservation to the younger generation and to sustain the
forest resources suggested by Prof. Pravet Vasi, ““The forest conservation is a world attempt using
several fields of science for that purpose. Buddhist monks, therefore, should try their best to
understand environmental problems and their solutions so that they could teach the public
correctly and accordingly. And the monastery should act as a good example in natural resource

and environment conservation for the people.”





