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Of all factors that have propelled Burmese and Shan monks to cross the border to the North
of Thailand, economic reasons were given as primary reasons for the migration. While Burmese
monks give social factors as secondary reasons, Shan monks crossed the border for political

reasoms.

When living in Northern Thailand, Shan monks are distinctively more assimilated,
considering their adoption of Thai monks’ robe color and eyebrow shaving. On the other hand,
Burmese monks seem less assimilated and prefer to maintain their identities while Shan monks
prefer to conceal their identities. Means which monks crossed the border, legally or illegally,
result in the monks’ decision to reval their identities or not. Legal transborder document
contributes to monks revealing their identity. Illegally transbordered monks try not to reveal their
identity whilst legally ones present their identities.

Academic year 2006
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