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The objective of this study is to examine the quality of life of population in Rayong (excluding foreigners) as a
i whole and by land utilization area according to the province strategies, which are industrial, tourism and agricultural areas.
! The results are mainly based on a sample survey in 2008. The sample size is 1,336 households and there are 3,889
population aged 15 years and over in the sample households.

The results categorized by 11 domains show that 1) population domain: the floating population constitute 18
i percent, are highest in the industrial area (26 percent). It is also found that the native people have negative attitudes
i towards migrants. 2) Education and leamning domain: most of the population completed primary level. 3) Work and income
domain: most are working and receive income higher than 50,000 Baht per year. Some also borrow money from non-
financial institution or underground and the attitude that being in debt can lead to better life exists. 4) Basic security and
Environment domain: Over 70 percent of household heads own the houses and land where the houses were built.
However, over 70 percent of households need to buy drinking water and one in five households report shortage of water
supply and encounter environmental problems 5) Health domain: the survey also shows that percent of exercising are
lower than the national level. The percent of population who smoke and drink alcohol regularly are slightly higher than the
national level. In agricultural area, an important reason to start smoking and drinking is stress and worrisome. 6) Family
domain: the family relationship in general is good. However, there is some concern on young people behavior and
weakness of family institution. 7) Social capital domain: it is found that the proportion of those who contribute money or
labor to neighborhood is high. 8) Political participation: only over half of them believe that they were able to elect good
representatives. 9) Morality domain: the attitude on the acceptance of corruption if some benefits reach the people still
exist. 10) Recreation/leisure time domain: half of the population watch movies or listen to music by themselves. 11)
Satisfaction domain: the average life satisfaction as a whole/ with career or work, health, community are 7 out of 10,
education are 6 and environment are 5. 12) Perceived problem domain: the most important problem reported for Rayong
as a whole is economic followed by environment. However, in tourism area, the most important problem reported is
environment concermn, followed by economic. Drug and gambling is also reported as an important problem in this area.

The composite index of quality of life for each area is constructed. The results show that the tourism and industrial
areas have the highest quality of life (66.7 percent for tourism area and 66.6 percent for industrial area). The quality of life
of agricultural area is the lowest (65.8 percent). However, when each domain is considered, the social capital is significant
lower in the industrial area while the basic security and environment domain is lowest in the tourism. The composite index
of agricultural area is lowest due to the lowest in education and learning domain but the basic security and environment
domain in this area is highest. This finding suggests that the quality of life as a composite index is not adequate to reflect
the real situation, each domain need to be also considered in quality of life study.

Finally, data limitation, concem with a few indicators that are not applicable in some context is also discussed. The
results of this study should return to the communities in order to set up activities to improve their quality of life using

community participatory approach. Researchers and officials should be only their facilitators.





