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ABSTRACT
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The purposes of this study were (1) to examine election canvasser system
which depended on local leaders as a tool for populism, (2) to investigate the role of
local leaders as a part of election canvasser system in the 2007 general elections, and
(3) to study the role of local leaders affecting people’s voting decision.

The samples used in this study consisted of 36 government leaders, heads of
sub-district and village, and local leaders, sub-district municipality mayor and
informal group leaders - that is, heads of housewife, volunteer, elder, teacher,
entrepreneur, individual groups, etc. They were people from six sub-districts, and six
of them were selécted from each sub-district. Structural Interview was used to collect
the data.

The results revealed that:

(1) Lncal leaders played an important role to motivate and gﬁide peoﬁle’s
voting decision for a political party. People would listen to a canvasser, especially a

local leader who was a canvasser rather than to election publicity. As a result, local
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leaders were considered having an influence on the elections as if they were a chain
binding voters and candidates together.

(2) Local leaders were a tool for promoting populism in election canvasser
system. They were likely to become canvassers for election candidates and political
parties, and were opinion leaders. People would follow their suggestion or persuasion
to vote as they distributed money or rewards in terms of public facility construction.
Most local leaders were familiar with politicians, especially those from People’s
Power party or Thai Rak Thai party. As vote buying remained, canvassers were used
by candidates as a tool for election campaign.

(3) In order to solve the problem, government sector should be involved in
monitoring working procedures, and most importantly, providing knowledge and
understanding of democracy for local leaders. The leaders should know the actual
meaning of democratic ideology, receive training on the issue continuously, and be
promoted on conscience building process. They should realize that the duties of local
leaders are work based on justice at all times rather than paying more attention on
personal relationship. As a result, if local leaders could adjﬁst their role in order to
serve election mechanism, vote buying, which is a major election problem, would be
reduced, and it would eventually promote fair election process. Local leaders would
become crucial mechanism for further development of Thai politics.

| (4) Government sector should launch a policy to promote people political
involvement through voting as much as possible. Related offices should prevent
election fraud, strictly enforce the law, and provide appropriate investigation focusing
on election fraud. People should be educated with the knowledge of politicai
conscience in democracy which should start from compulsory education to enhance
knowledge and understanding, and the actual political involvement. In addition,
political conscience and understanding that political involvement is their rights and

duties shculd also be promoted.





