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ABSTRACT 197887

This study aimed to 1) study the status and development of the Nakhon Si Thammarat
Chamber of Commerce (NSTCC); 2) study and analyze the characteristic of relationship among
the Nakhon Si Thammarat Chamber of Cémmerce, the government sector, politician and the mass
medias in Nakhon Si Thammarat province; 3) study the strategies and channels to access to the
government and study the authority of the Nakhon Si Thammarat Chamber of Commerce which
affect the public policy making. Data were gathered from secondary data documents and by field
survey through structured interviews. The interviewees consisted of ten groups including the
committees of the Nakhon Si Thammarat Chamber of Commerce (1 1” time B.E. 2548-2549), the
members of the Nakhon Si Thammarat Chamber of Commerce, the officers of the Nakhon Si
Thammarat Chamber of Commerce, group of the ex-chairmen of the Nakhon Si Thammarat
Chamber of Commerce, the government officers under the Ministry of Commerce, the Nakhon Si
Thammarat Joint Public-Private Consulative Committee (JPPCC), the politicians in Nakhon Si
Thammarat, the businessmen, the academicians and mass medias in Nakhon Si Thammarat
province. The total number of interviewees was fifty. The frameworks used in this study were
Interest Group and Corporatism concepts.

According to the study, the findings were 1) NSTCC was an interest group, founded
with the support of the General Prem Tinnésulanonda government. A framework for operational
controlling was the Chamber of Commerce Act B.E. 2509. The objective was to unite all
businessmen to form the Chamber of Commerce to protect their own interests. Nevertheless, the
NSTCC did not play the obvious role of an interest group. It emphasized more on the public
service activities, rally, dance, fund raising, and social gathering. It did not play an important role

in protect the benefit of the member. The Chamber of Commerce obtained information and news
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_ from members, entrepreneurs, or other organizations instead of being a leader of change or calling
7 for the benefit assiduously. Therefore, the committees and members of the NSTCC should more
actively support the operation of the organization.

2) The characteristics of the relationship among the NSTCC and government sector,
politicians and the mass media in Nakhon Sri Thammarat province were both formal and

" informal. Moreover, the businessmen used to contact the authorities based on the patronage
system and to exchange benefits. Consequently, they brought the patronage culture into the
Chamber of Commerce.

3) NSTCC used eight strategies and channels to access to the government, and

: inﬂﬁence it: 1) formal complaint by letters 2) using the strategy “Collaborate and fight together”
3) meeting with the governor directly 4) developing the good relations with mass media 5) Using
the chamber of commerce to negotiate with local government agencies 6) praise and positive
wording 7) using close connections and seeking advisor positions 8) Exchanging benefit. Each
strategy has different approaches and tactics, depending on situation and environment of each
public policy making.

However, NSTCC was not successful for getting benefit from government. Since it
has mainly worked for economic benefits. NSTCC was not strong enough to call for the city,
community, and environment development plans in the province or country level. The political
system of thai country has shown that the Thai government has generally emphasized on
centralization policy, weakened civil society, discouraged people’s participation in politics, and
showed down the decentralization policy. The so-called “state-corporatist” concept has been
proved evident and the limited political role of the NSTCC confirmed the state-led political

system in this country.





