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The western region of Thailand is consisted of the four provinces which are Nakhon-
pathom, Kanchanaburi, Ratchaburi and Petchaburi. This area has its long historical development
especially in arts, archeology, and culture; many ancient things such as Prasat Muang Singh in
Kanchanaburi, Koo-bua in Ratchaburi and even Phra Pathom Chedi in Nakhon Pathom. All these
evidences can effect the local wisdom of people which has been commingled from various races;
for examples, Thai Chinese, Sohng, Karen; Each one has his own wisdom shown through his
artificial products. These valuable wisdonis should be carried on for the youngers.

Groups of researchers had conducted their researches on the area of local wisdoms in the
western part of Thailand. Four topics have been done by four groups of researchers and have
been financial supported by the Office of Higher Education Commission. These topics are; Local
wisdom management on-textile embroidering of Thai-Lao Sohng in Nakhon-Pathom; Local
wisdom Management on Black Stones handy-cut in Kanchanaburi; Local wisdom on Water Jar
handy-made in Ratchaburi; and Local wisdom on Palm-wood handy-craft products in Petchaburi.

These four research works reflect the identity of local people capabilities and wisdoms;
the handy textile embroidery of Thai Lao-Sohug reflected on their folk ways, beliefs and handy
skills; the black stone handy cut in Kanchanaburi réflected how they developed their wisdom and
skills to make value added to the black stone; the water-jar handy-made in Ratchaburi reflected
the Chinese culture transferring from the old days to nowadays in their community: and the palm-
wood handy-crafts reflected how skillful they have been in their communities. All these particle
local wisdoms should be managed for preservation and development according to the utilization
of local contexts.

The Living-Library Research Project has synthesized those four research works done by
the four groups of researchers from four Rajabhat Universities in the Western part of Thailand
and found that the patterns of local wisdoms management consists of group discussion among
laymens from the communities, exchanging their knowledge and experiences, transfering their
knowledge through various types of media such as pictures, graphs, handbooks, and also keeping
tracing their products moves. The other noticeable occurance is the appearance of knowledge and

information network in the western part of Thailand. The four Rajabht University Libraries in the

west of Thailand have set up R-Local Network Database to disseminate all information and
knowledge to the public. The knowledge exchanging and local wisdom integrating for use have
been also organized. Several body of local wisdom and knowledge are likely coming up to the

western societies.





