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The purposes of this thesis were (1) to analyze the relationship between
“Phlaeng Yao” Thai poems during the reign of King Rama III and other
sciences, namely, social science, folklore science and psychology and (2) to
analyze the Thai poems in terms of literary art by presenting the findings in an
analytical description.

It was found that the “Phlaeng Yao” reflected the economic, cultural and
social conditions of the royal court, in addition to the society in general, beliefs
and social values of that period. As for the economy, the poems described
trade with foreign countries during King Rama III’s reign and the

improvements on taxation. The poems, moreover, depicted the culinary arts,
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clothing, hairstyles, fabric treatment, facial make-up, body fitness and betel nut
chewing habits of that time.

In terms of society, they described the lifestyle of ladies in waiting living
in the royal palaces and the social conditions in general. At that time, there
were many foreigners settling down in Thailand, particularly the Chinese. The
Chinese brought with them an architectural design called “Keng”. The military
system had also been improved so that the country was able to defend itself and
the country was also improved aesthetically interms of buildings and landscape.
There were many important topics and events mentioned in the poems such as
poverty, floods, fires and plagues. With regard to medicine, a snuff and a bolus
(an herbal medicine in the form of a ball for swallowing) were used to treat
certain diseases. The making of dentures from many kinds of wood was also
mentioned.

The poems also have relation to the folklore science because they
described the beliefs and the social values of people during that time. Such
beliefs were the beliefs in sacred objects, ghosts, superstitions and Buddhism.
As for social values, the people had faith in their king and the royal family, as
well as attributes such as honesty, keeping one’s word, gratitude, humbleness
and social status. Most people were willing to marry off their daughters to
senior government officers and believed they should provide their children with
education.

Another related science was psychology. In high-ranking royal

members’ residences homosexual actions were witnessed among ladies in
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waiting. This was considered a kind of malfunction of the mind.

As for literary art, the poets used words that induced movements, visuals
in the readers’ mind. The writings also revealed the characters’ personalities;
as a result, the readers could better understand the poems and the poems
reflected the poets’ personalities.

As for the style of writing, the poets chose words that inspired the
readers’ imaginations. The stories were conducted chronologically. The main
characters and interesting events were highlighted. The introductory part was
exciting and interesting to arouse the readers’ feelings. The patterns, contents
and style of writing were in harmony so the “Phlaeng Yao” during the reign of
King Rama III was interesting, beautifully written and unique. These poems
were considered to be another genre in literature which did not follow the
conventions of traditional poems and they showed a transition of a new

literature.





