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ABSTRACT
Te 144463

The three main objectives of this thesis are : 1) to study the internal and
external factors that influenced the adjustments made by ASEAN to its Political and
Secuh'ty roies in the Post-Cold War Era; 2) to study the adjustments of ASEAN's Political
and Security roles in the Post-Cold War Era; 3) to analyze the potential trends for
ASEAN's Political and Security roles in the future.

Primary sources of research material for this study were official ASEAN
documents : Minutes of ASEAN meeting, transcripts of speeches given by ASEAN
ieaders, and the ASEAN secretariat's press releases. Secondary sources included
relevant articles, academic documents, and interviews, both in person and via e-mail
correspondences, with specialists in South East Asia politics.

Results from the findings of this research suggest the following :

1) In the Post-Cold War Era, there were both internal and external factors that
influenced the changes that ASEAN has made to its political and security roles. 2) The
atmosphere of intemational political uncertainty was considered as a key factor in
creating suspicion and insecurity in the South East Asia region. 3) Other factors which
influenced ASEAN's adjustments were the resurrection of fundamentalist conflict such as

territorial disputes in the South China Sea, the rise of separatist movement in Indonesia,
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while the emergence of transnational issues such as international terrorism, the trafficking
of narcotics and continuing environmental degradations are considered as a new treats
for ASEAN in the post cold war era. 4) The interaction of external and internal factors has
had an impact on ASEAN's Political and Security roles in two ways. First, ASEAN has
enlarged its organizational structure, and united political and economic cooperation by
admitting Vietnam, Laos, Myanmar and Cambodia as new members, to become the
“ASEAN-10". Secondly, ASEAN has been attempting to elevate its political and security
roles in the wider Asia-Pacific arena with the introduction of the ASEAN Regional Forum
(ARF) as a new political mechanism and also by enhancing political and security
cooperation through The Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia (TAC) and
the ASEAN-PMC meetings. Concurrently, 5) ASEAN has potential trends for its Political
and Security roles. In the short-term, ASEAN will strengthen its cooperation with China,
Japan and South Korea with the introduction of “ASEAN+3" by strengthening ties with
these countries, ASEAN is hoping io enhance its competitiveness through mutually
beneficial trade, and increase regional security. In the long-term, ASEAN is aiming to
become “A Concert of South East Asian Nations” through the implementation of “ASEAN
Vision 2020". The ultimate aim of ASEAN Vision 2020 is to unite its member's solidarity
and cohesion, and in so doing, maintain an active security role in wider Asia-Pacific

arena.



