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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study drug users’ work experiences by
aiming to 1) explain barriers in working and gaining opportunities for employment in Thai
society and 2) explain the meaning of work for drug users. A qualitative research
methodology was used. In-depth interviews were conducted with 9 drug users working as
HIV prevention peer educators at one drug treatment center under the Bangkok
Metropolitan Administration. Data from the interviews were analyzed to capture and
classify the meaning of the data which helped to answer the research question.

The major results were as follows:

From the interviewees (7 males, 2 females, and an average age of 44 years),
the findings indicated that drug use was the main reason for leaving their jobs, and during
unemployment they used both legitimate and illegitimate ways and means to earn money
for living. It was found that there were limitations in gaining opportunities for
employment due to: 1) being unqualified through lack of education, 2) lack of information
about which employment opportunities fit their education, 3) guarantors required in the
job application, 4) incarceration history, 5) having tattoos, 6) having an undesirable
personality, 7) health and age problems, 8) having to come to the drug treatment center
everyday for methadone, 9) lack of self-confidence, and 10) being afraid of social attitudes
against drug users. During employment, there were also barriers to working as follows:
1) having to use drugs to prevent cravings, 2) poor performance due to drug use, 3)
having health problems, 4) lack of working skills, 5) being afraid that employers would
find out about drug use and incarceration history, and 6) facing other personal problems.

It was also found that work had both positive and negative meanings for drug
users in many ways: 1) work helps cut the drug use life cycle, 2) work helps give more
positive ways of thinking towards life, 3) work helps restore a sense of self, 4) work
provides the opportunity for social contribution, 5) work helps rebuild relationships with
one’s family and community, 6) work provides an opportunity for self-development,
7) work provides legitimate income, 8) work supports their drug habit, and 9) there are
risks in working as peer educators.

It is suggested that rehabilitation and capacity building for drug users include
‘| employment-related activities which are intergarted mto existing services of drug
treatment facilities.
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