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ABSTRACT

Chatri dance drama is an art form that Thai people use for fulfilling one’s
vow to sacred ones who help them to succeed with their wishes. The objective of this
thesis was to study the beliefs involved in making a vow and fulfilling one’s vow to
sacred beings by using Chatri dance drama. The process, pattern and style of Chatri
dance drama such as votive offerings were studied, including analysis of its role in
‘Thai society. The field site for this study was Maha-That-Wara-Wihan Temple,
Phetburi Province. _ _

The study found that, for a very long time, Chatri dance drama was used
for votive offerings to the Buddha,: Luang-Pho-Saksith, and other sacred beings at
Maha-That-Wara-wihan Temple. The performance was always done in two forms:
dancing during the ceremony of fulfilling one’s vow, and the drama after the
ceremony. For the roles of Chatri dance drama in Thai society, we found that: 1) a lot
of Thais have strong beliefs in sacred things, 2) there are big differences between
popular Buddhism and Buddhism of the elites, 3) there are important relations
between a healthy mind and the making of a vow and the fulfillment of one’s vow,
4) Chatri dance drama has both spiritual and cultural roles in Thai society.
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