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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study and relate the experiences of mothers
raising children disabled by bone cancer and their management of related problems. The
data were collected from 10 mothers who took their children to be treated at a certain hospital.
At the time the study took place some children and youth were still alive while others had
already died. The date of their death, however, was no more than 3 years prior. In depth
interviewing was the main method used, in conjunction with the theory of “symbolic
interactionism™.

The outcome of the study revealed that experiences of mothers who took care of
their children suffering from bone cancer could be divided into 2 parts. The first concerned
the mothers’ experience from first learning about their child’s sickness until the last days of
his/her life. The events could be listed in chronological order. 1. Mother learned about her
child’s sickness herself or from the child or relatives. 2. Mother decided to take her child to
get modern medical treatment which involved surgery and chemotherapy ; surgery then led to
the son/daughter’s disability. 4. Disease and treatment procedures made the patient a disabled
cripple. 5. Cancer spread to the lungs and patient’s condition got worse. 6. The greatest
suffering the mother experienced was when her child was near death. Images of these
moments were impressed upon the mother’s mind so deeply that they could never be
forgotten. The mother kept watch until the last second before her child departed and sent
his/her soul away in peace. Even though the child had gone from her forever he/she will
always be very much missed. The second part concerned the mother’s management of
problems that arose from the child having bone cancer. These were: 1. managing financial
problems, 2. handling husband (conflicts affecting marriage) and family members, 3. handling
her own permanent job 4. handling her’s own stress, 5. mother having had to handle
problems with regard to the child’s rights for free treatment, 6. handling effects from others’
reactions concerning child’s condition, 7. planning the child’s educations and 8. with regard
to the mother’s expectation in planning for her the child’s and her own future the mother tried
to do everything to make her child happy because of the enormous love she has for him/her.

From this study it is recommended that there should be a government unit
responsible for giving advice and assistance to mothers who have children suffering from
chronic diseases, that is, not limited to only cancer. Their duties would include assisting
mothers with problems in caring for their child, listening to them and helping them in all
matters. Health personnel should truly understand the mother’s situation.
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