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ABSTRACT

This descriptive analytic research aims to examine correlates of primary
care concept practice by public health nurses regarding coronary heart diseases. The
136 samples from 330 public health nurses were randomly selected from 68 Public
Health Centers, Bangkok Metropolitan Administration. Self administered-
questionnaires consisted of 5 parts. The predisposing factors comprised forms on
general characteristics knowledge and attitudes. Enabling factors: departmental
policies, information accessibility and training, and reinforcing factors: support from
head, coworkers and health volunteers, as well as primary care practice for coronary
heart disease scales were also investigated. Data were analyzed by using frequency,
mean, standard deviation, Pearson’s product moment correlation coefficient, and
multiple regressions. _ _

Results indicated that overall primary care concept practices of public
health nurses for coronary heart diseases were at a high level (X = 77.10, SD = 9.91):
specifically, first contact care, preventive care, integrated care, and self care obtained
means of 13.75, 13.44, 12.90, and 12.29, respectively. Significant variables that
predicted primary care practice for coronary heart diseases were predisposing factors
including work experience (8 = .236, p < .002) and attitude to coronary heart diseases
(8=.201, p < .011); the enabling factors of departmental policies (8= .356, p < .004),
and accessible health information (8 = -.290, p < .010); and the reinforcing factor of
support for the administrators (8 = .220, p < .049), which contributed to 28.8 percent of
variance.

Recommendations are made to the head nurses to establish a transparent
and concise policy for practicing primary care among coronary heart disease patients
so that all health nurses could improve their own competencies. In addition, the
practitioners should have primary care experience and support knowledge
development. They should support continued basic treatment and rehabilitation at
home. Moreover, they must enhance the accessibility of health information resources
and promote a good attitude to primary care concept practice.
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