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Table for mapping between semantic roles and syntactic relations

Syntactic Relations

Semantic Roles

Explanation

main

main element:
main nucleus of the sentence; usu. main

verb of the main clause

qtag

tag question

v-ch

verb chain:

auxiliaries + main verb

pm

preposed marker:

grammatical marker of a subordinated
clause. The marker (subordinating
conjunction) itself doesn't have a
syntactic function in the subordinated

clause.

pcomp

OBJ

prepositional complement:

the head of a nominal construction (NP
or non-finite clause or nominal clause)
that, together with a preposition, forms a
prepositional phrase. Usually a
preposition precedes its complement,
but also topicalised complements

OCcCur.

phr

verb particle:
certain preposition-adverb homographs

that form a phrasal verb with a verb
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Syntactic Relations

Semantic Roles

Explanation

subj

AGNT

subject:

the head of an NP that agrees in
number with the verb in the clause.
Often signals the semantic category

called agent.

agt

agent:
The agent by-phrase in passive

sentences.

obj

oBJ

object:

the head of the other main nominal
dependent of transitive verbs (and
ditransitive verbs, together with indirect

objects)

comp

oBJ

subject complement:
the head of the other main nominal

dependent of copular verbs.

dat

OBJ

indirect object:
Ditransitive verbs can take three
nominal dependents: subject, indirect

object, object.

oC

oBJ

object complement:
a nominal category that occurs along
with an object for object

complementiser verbs.

copred

copredicative

com

comitative
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Syntactic Relations Semantic Roles Explanation

voC - vocative

ins INST instrument

tmp TIME time

dur DUR duration

frg FREQ frequency

qua ATTR quantity

man MAN manner

loc LOC location

sou SRC source

goa GOAL goal

pth PATH path

cnt - contingency (purpose or reason)
cnd > condition
meta - clause adverbial

cla £ clause initial adverbial

ha - heuristic prepositional phrase

attachment

gn - quantifier

det - determiner

neg - negator

attr ATTR attributive nominal

mod - other postmodifier

ad

attributive adverbial
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Syntactic Relations

Semantic Roles

Explanation

CcC

Coordination: The coordinating
conjunction and one coordinated
element are linked to the other
coordinated element. Multiple
coordinated elements are chained
together. The upmost element in a chain
shows the functional role of the

coordinated units.
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