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ABSTRACT

The present study aimed to evaluate the level of awareness, factors affecting
-awareness and to discover any associated problems, limitations, and people’s
recommendations about the cultural heritage and environmental conservation of local people
at Koh Kret, Pakkret, Nonthaburi, Thailand. The research was performed using both
quantitatiire and qualitative studies. The quantitative data were collected by questionnaire
gathered from the head of household, spouse, or family representative over the age of 18 years
from 315 families which have lived in Koh Kret for at least a year. The qualitative data were
obtained from in-depth interviews of 13 chief officers, including the executive officer of
Pakkret City Municipality, the chief executive and chief administrator of the Koh Kret
Subdistrict Administrative Organization, and local leaders who have considerable experience
in local cultural heritage. The quantitative data were analyzed with descriptive statistical
analysis, and comparative assessments of the data were carried out using t-test and one way
analysis of variance, whereas the qualitative data were analyzed with descriptive analysis.

The results of the study indicated that the sampled group showed a high level of
cultural environmental awareness. The factors that affected the high awareness were
‘knowledge and respect of the value of cultural environmental conservation (p<001). In
addition, age, residency period, and the number of family members were also factors (p<0.05).
The problems and limitations of awareness were the lack of co-operation of the younger
genération to preserve and continue their ancestral culture, the scant amount of media variety
for information distribution, and the use of new high technologies for ceramics production.

The research concluded that both the public and private sectors should do more in
co-operation to establish practical strategies to help promote local people realize the value of
their important local cultural heritage, awareness, and conservation. A local cultural heritage
museum commemorating the past history of Koh Kret, its historic cultures, traditions, and
customs should be created. Much attention must be directed by both public and private sectors
‘to promote the development of local-made products and the knowledge of marketing to the
target customers of the particular products concerned. Moreover, the activities promoting
these important traditions and cultures have to be regularly implemented.
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