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ABSTRACT _

The purpose of this qualitative research study was to determine the procedures for the
construction of the grade 1 music textbook at the Kodaly Primary School of Music, located in
Kecskemét, Hungary. The research analyzed the content of the textbook taught in grade 1 in the
academic year 2007-2008. The content included 5 topics. The findings revealed that:

1. Rhythm: Pupils were able to leam note length values, e.g.,, eighth notes, quarter
notes, quarter note rests, half notes, half note rests, and thythmic patterns using these note lengths.

2. Melody: Melodies were classified into 3 groups; a) melodies with 2-3 notes; b) -
scales with 4-6 notes; and c) others, e.g., scale mode and nursery rhymes. '

3. Musical compositions: There are 131 songs in total. Of the 131 songs, there were 9 pairs
of songs with similar melodies and lyrics but different names, The Iyrics were categorized into 10 types |
based on similarity, melodic differences, thythmic pattems, and musical substance presented by the
textbook author.

4. Musical terminology: 15 musical terms were presented with simple explanations
and examples. These terms were related to the lyrics and the musical substance of the presentation.

5. Extended activities: These activities enhanced 6 skills, namely: listening, singing,
movement, improvising, reading, and writing notation which were interwoven within the lessons.

This research suggests that future research should: 1) analyze the music textbooks of the
Kodaly Primary School of Music at every level; 2) analyze the music textbooks at all levels taught in
music schools based on proven research and the concepts of well-known educators.
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