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ABSTRACT

The objective of this cross-sectional survey research was to study the factors
influencing sexual risk-taking behavior among high school students, Prachuapkhirikhan
province. Data collection was carried out by self-administered questionnaire from August to
Séptember 2009. The sample consisted of 567 students from Ma{hayomsuksﬁ. 4-6. Data were
analyzed using Chi-square test and Binary Logistic Regression analysis.

The results showed that the factors associated with sexual risk-taking behavior

with statistical significance (p-value <0.05) were sex, age, grade level, expenses per month,

home environment, sexual values, perception of gender roles, inappropriate behavior of
students, parental monitoring, relationship between adolescent and family, communication
‘about sex education within family, iﬁappropriaté behavior of 'p'eer group, ﬁresénc& of brothels,
and availability of places to take drugs. The factors that were not associated with sexual risk-
taking behavior were the level of education of parents, occupation of parents, marriage status
of parents and family income. When the significantly aséociate‘d variables: were analyzed by |
Binary Logistic Regression analysis, the results showed the factors that predict sexual risk-
taking behavior are inappropriate behavior-of students (OR=3.4, 95%CI = 1.84-6.42), age
incfeasing (OR=2.8, 95%CI =1.28-5.92), inappropriate behavior of peer group (0R=2.5,
95%CI =1.41-4.59) and sexual values of adolescent (OR=2.4, 95%CI = 1.49-3.92).

This study suggests to promoting appropriate sexual values and communication
| about sex education within family, relationship in the family, monitbring‘ inappropriate
behavior of students are important methods to decreasing sexual risk-taking behavior among

students.

KEY WORDS: SEXUAL RISK-TAKING BEHAVIORS/ PARENTAL MONITORING/
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