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ABSTRACT :

This research investigated the causes of crimes among Burmese migrant
workers in Ranong Province. In-depth qualitative and quantitative analyses were
carried out. For quantitative research, samples were 190 migrant workers confined
to Ranong prison selected by purposive sampling. A questionnaire was used as the
research tool together with the application of ratio, percentage, mean and standard
deviation, One-way ANOVA and t-test. In qualitative research, in-depth
interviewing was done with ten recidivists and descriptive analysis was conducted.

Findings indicated no individual traits (e.g., age, sex, origin ) had an
impact on crime, whereas social and economic factors influenced criminal activities
in Ranong through agents, close acquaintancs and cousins. Being Burmese is
seen as an indicator of criminal behavior, which can often lead migrant workers to
crime, with a statistical significance of p =0.05. Meanwhile, in-depth analysis of
crime indicated crimes resulted from dealing drugs and poverty among the jobless
in Burma. Most came to Ranong to earn income for their families, while others
followed relatives or friends to join syndicates and gangs.

This study recommends that the government manage migrant workers
closely and improve the database to make screening more effective. Meanwhile,
strictly subdue arrest and prosecute as well as concentrate on policies to push and
send migrant workers back to their own country. Foreign Affairs Policy and short
term preventative measures should be arranged to find solutions for the safety of
Thais and their assets. For health problems and long-term measures, solutions must
be found for dealing with migrant community settlements and petitions for
nationality from over 100,000 migrants. Therefore, the government should define
strategies and create a master plan. At the same time, Ranong Province must amend
the database to facilitate returning illegal migrants to their own country, as well as
constantly monitor the area to prevent crime.
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