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The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of
Children in Armed Conflict 2000, whose main objective is to solve the problem of the child
recruitment for direct participation in hostilities, was adopted in recent years. However, the
violations of this agreement by states and non-state actors are still prevalent in many countries.
Therefore, this thesis attempts to analyze the relevant problems and to identify prospects

concerning the implementation of this Protocol.

The study has found that certain provisions under this Protocol contain a number of
loopholes, inciuding double standards conceming the Protocol for states and non-state actors.
Moreover, the monitoring mechanisms, punishment and remedy are also problems. Consequently,
the legal measures and the mechanisms of this protocol are not sufficiently efficient to achieve the

effective implementation. Therefore, these have led to violations of the Protocol.

The findings of this study have shown that the implementation of this protocol alone is not
sufficient to resolve the problem of the child recruitment for direct participation in hostilities. Other
means, such as the Security Council Resolutions 1612 or international criminal court, can play a
significant role in this respect. Altogether, those could help alleviate the problem to a certain

extent.





