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The purposes of this research were to study and compare the states of drug
problems and measures taken for their prevention and solution including problems of an
obstacles for implementing those measures in basic education schools under the Office
of Bangkok Metropolis Educational Service Area, Zone 3. The research population
consisted of 42 Third and Fourth Stages basic education schools under the Office of
Bangkok Metropolis Educational Service Area, Zone 3. The employed research
instrument for this study was a questionnaire.

Research findings were as follows: The most prevalent drug prob!ém in basic
education schools was that of cigarette smoking. As for the measures for prevention of
drug problems, schools of all sizes, namely, extra-large, large, and medium sized
schools took actions following the seven measures stated in the Ministry of Education’s
policy. These measures were the provision of education and dissemination of
knowledge, development of environment and alternative activities, development of
administration and management, development of personnel, creation and development
of information system, campaigns for drug prevention, and follow-up and'evaluation.
Schools of each size took actions in compliance with all the set measures and practicéd
the measures from 1 — 3 times each semester. It was found that schools of different
sizes did not significantly differ in their practice in almost all measures, excepting that of
provision of education and dissemination of knowledge in the item of production of
instructional media and prinied materials for distribution to students and the community

in which extra-large and large schools practiced more than medium sized schools.
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In the 2004 academic year, schools of all sizes also took actions in compliance
with the solution measures specified in the policy of the Ministry of Education. Actions
were taken on the following measures: provision of counseling services, the use of peer
activities,. sending addicted students to rehabilitation centers, watching out for drug
addiction cases, camping activities, novices’ ordination, having students take an oath or
make a resolution, and follow-up and evaluation. Schools of different sizes did not
differ in their practice in almost all measures, excepting the organizing of camping
activities for mental recuperation and modification of the student's drug addicted
behaviors via sports activities and others in which medium sized and extra-large
schools practiced more than large schools.

As for problems of an obstacles for prevention and solution of drug problems in
school, it was found that the most mentioned problem or obstacle was the lack of free
time from teaching and other regular work under responsibility making it difficult to
organize drug prevention or solution activities, followed by the lack of free time on the
part of students for participation in activities, and probiems concerning cooperation
among the school, parents, and the community. On the other hand, cooperation and
coordination within school was found to be the smallest problem. As for
recommendations for prevention and solution of drug problems in school, it could be
concluded that the school should provide for students and teachers to receive
information on harmful effects of narcotics, organize more activities in camp_aigning for
drugs prevention in cooperation with the parents and community, the school
administrator should provide supports and include drug preventing activities in the
school projects and plans, students should be encouraged to show off their abilities, the
school environment and atmosphere should be kept ;Sleasant, clean, and safe with the
arrangement of mini-gardens, benches, and recreation areas on the grounds beneath
classroom buildings. Besides, teachers should act as good models and provide helps
and care for students when they encounter problems. The school should coordinate
with and ask for cooperation from concerned agencies and other schools for exchange
of information and new measures for school development.  Finally, the school
administrator should give prime importance to the work or projects on drug prevention
and solution, with continuous monitoring and follow-up that will resuit in the school
being free of drugs and gaining acceptance and trust from parents who will be more

willing to send their children to attend the school.





