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ABSTRACT

The research objectives were: 1) to study the teaching and the importance
of the management of Zakat in Islam, 2) to study the history of the management of
Zakat in Islam, and 3) to study the comparative management and attitudes towards
Zakat found in Bangkok, in the areas of Khet Suan Luang, Khet Nong Chok, Khet
Bang Kapi, Khet Phra Khanong and in some Organizations, the Islamic Centre,
Santichon Muslim Foundation and Islamic Mission Foundation. The research
methodology was to use purposive sampling and non-participant observation, and use
interviews and questionnaires. Analysis and interpretation of data was done using
SPSS to find the percentages, means, and standard deviations of 111 completed
questionnaires.

The study found that “Zakat” is the main commandment which was
mentioned in the Al-Quran, and it can be seen from the long history of its traditional
practice. Zakat is also one of the five basic Islamic commandments. Zakat comprises
the regulations and procedures for asset management, for balance among humans. It
also can facilitate the relationship between two duties, between Solah (prayer) and
Zakat distribution. These two Islamic duties assure the faith that consequently affects
the performers and society. According to the survey results, there was a low level of
positive attitude toward Zakat management, because there have been many problems.
These problems are due to the two different laws of management authority between
Islamic Organizations and the Islamic Bank of Thailand, the establishment of Zakat
funds as a juristic person, and a double standard for Zakat payers. These organizations
have different management of Zakat, such as the policies of committees for collection
and distribution, and consideration and management styles. These differences are the
cause of setting the same standard of Zakat assets distribution to Muslim communities
in Bangkok.

It is suggested that a particular institute be established by legislating an act
of Zakat authority in Islamic organizations for Zakat management, without
intervention from other organizations or institutes, under ministerial responsibilities.
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