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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were: 1)to study the teaching about
mahanarakas (Great Hells) in Buddhist texts; 2) To study characteristics and types of
Kammas that lead to be born in these hells and; 3) to study and analyze bad kammas
that lead to be born in different Mahanarakas. Data were collected from the Tharavada
Buddhist texts, i.e., the Tipitaka, the Atthakatha, the Tika, the Anutika, the
Pakaranavisesa, and other Buddhist texts composed during the Sukhothai, Lanna, and
Ratanakosin periods.

It was found that, according to the teaching of Theravada Buddhism, there
are eight Great Hells: Safijiva, Sanghata, Roruva, Maharoruva, Tapana, Pratapana and
Avici. Buddhism explains that the kamma, namely, kayakamma, vacikamma and
manokamma - is volitional (cetana). When cetana is deluded by the three mental
defilements (kilesa) - raga, dosa, and moha, it becomes akusalakamma. People who
committed severe akusalakammas will be born in one of the Great Hells. The kinds of
kamma they committed determine kinds of hell where they will be born. Different
akusalakammas result in different fruits, or outcomes.

It is suggested that a comparative study be conducted between the teaching
“of hells in Buddhism and those in other religions in order to compare cosmological

ideas and patterns of relationship between deeds and their consequences.
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