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ABSTRACT

This quality research aims (1) to study Buddha Teachings in natural
resources management; (2) to comparatively analyze the method of 2 case studies’
natural resources management; and (3) to encourage the concept of Buddhist natural
resources management. Data were collected from Tipitaka and commentaries, texts,
articles, related research, and field study at the temple Wat Santi Buddharam,
Nongkwang subdistrict, Photharam district, Rajburi province and Buddhasathan
Pathom Asoke Phraprathon subdistrict, Meuang Nakhon Pathom district, Nakhon
Pathom province, Thailand.

The study found that the concepts in Buddhist natural resources
management are related to scientific natural resources management conceptions,
especially regarding ethical natural resources management. Furthermore, there are two
supporting Dhamma levels concerned with natural resources management. The first
level is Lokiya, which contains Avihimsa, Katafifiukatavedi, Meta Karuna,
Boofiniyom, and Sadharanabhogi. Lokuttara is the highest level, and contains
Paticcasamuppada, Majjhimapatipada, Yonisomanasikara, and Sati Sampajafifia.
Moreover, the Buddha Teachings are at the core of these levels, they have flexible
relationships with each other that I call “Spiral Connection”. The comparative case
studies indicate that the points of similarity are a disagreement with capitalism, a
belief in strong self-practice rather than study of the scriptures, and encouragement of
human development. Likewise, their objectives in natural resources management are
to create a beneficial place for self-practice although through different methods; the
Buddhasathan Pathom Asoke temple established systematically a community lifestyle
through the core precepts of Buddhism, but Wat Santibuddharam self-cultivated
meditation for individual spiritual development. Lastly, Buddhist natural resource
management should be encouraged by a mixed model, structural model, group model,
new organizational model, and natural model.

It is clear that Buddhist natural resources management is the most
important alternative concept for application in the community, social, private and
public policies.
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