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CHILDREN’S SONGS FOR TEACHING THE PENTATONIC, MAJOR AND MINOR SCALES TO
ELEMENTARY STUDENTS, GRADE 4-6 (AGE 8-11).
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CHILDREN’S SONGS FOR TEACHING THE PENTATONIC, MAJOR AND MINOR
SCALES TO ELEMENTARY STUDENTS, GRADE 4-6 (AGE 8-11).
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to compose new children’s songs for
teaching elementary students, grade 4-6 (age 8-11), about pentatonic, major, and minor
scales. The scope of this research was to: 1) compose 10 songs for teaching the
pentatonic, major, and minor scales (each song length at least 16 measures), 2) create all
songs purposely for teaching about other elements of music while focusing on these music
scales, 3) write the lyrics mostly in syllabic verse style, 4) make the meaning of the songs
easy to understand and varied, 5) make the pronunciation not too difficult, and the lyrics
rhyme, and 5) compose all songs in the range between A3 — ES (Middle C is C4).

The research tools were 10 original vocal songs and a rating scale evaluation
form for each song. In order to pass the evaluation, each song had to be evaluated by 8
music experts and receive a score of at least 80%.

The song evaluation result was that all original songs were qualified by expert
evaluation, which implies that all songs were adequate for use as a tool to teach the

pentatonic, major, and minor scales to elementary students, grade 4-6.
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