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ABSTRACT

This qualitative research was aimed to analyze the principles for determining measures
controlling organ transplantation in Thailand. This was done by comparing the control measures in
regard to organ removal from living donors, and cadaveric donors. A comparison was made of the
measures for preventing organ trading in Thailand with that of other countries using data from the
World Health Organization. Data were collected from in-depth interviews of physicians from member
hospitals of the Organ Donation Center, the Thai Red Cross Society, and the lawyers working as
academic teaching staff in 13 government and private universities.

The research results showed that physicians and lawyers both agreed and disagreed with
the measures currently used. There were many important issues found. One regulatory issue was that the
donor and the recipient must have a hereditary relationship; in the case that the donor and recipient do
not have a hereditary relationship, permission must be granted by a transplant organization. In organ
donation made between couples, the donor must be legally an adult. A minor can only donate organs to
siblings, and organs cannot be removed from a minor except for bone marrow and other tissues that can
regrow. A physician must clearly explain the risks that may occur and the donor must sign the informed
consent form. A donor can freely cancel the donation consent anytime before undertaking organ
transplantation. Consent must be granted by the cadaveric donor’s heir in case that the consent has been
made before death. The uses of ‘opting in’, ‘opting out’, and ‘require request’ systems have been used
to solve the problem regarding the shortage of donated organs for transplantation. The establishments of
the Organ Transplant Act for preventing organ trading and the Forbidding Advertisement Act have been
called into question. The establishment of a document indicating no monetary compensation for the
donation was also an issue, as well as the establishment of a transplant organization.

The recommendations derived from the research findings were: the government should
establish an organ transplantation policy based on basic human rights for medical care; in case that the
Organ Transplant Act is changed, the opinions of physicians and lawyers should be considered; hospital
managers should strictly check the organ transplantation procedures; additional campaigns to promote
organ donation should be organized; and in order to prevent organ trading, the Medical Council should
strictly check the document indicating no monetary compensation for the organ donation.

KEY WORDS: CONTROL MEASURES FOR ORGAN TRANSPLANTATION / ORGAN
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