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Abstract:

Intimate partner violence (IPV) during pregnancy causes many health problems
on mothers and their unborn child. The purpose of this longitudinal descriptive study
was to examine the effects of IPV on stress during pregnancy, depressive symptoms at
antenatal and postpartum period, and breastfeeding satisfaction from the 462 pregnant
women who had regularly antenatal clinic visits and delivered their baby at Siriraj
hospital. Data collection was divided into three phases (e.g., during pregnancy, 72
hours and 1 month postpartum) by interviewing during pregnancy and documenting
from the medical record at postpartum. The results indicated that abused pregnant
women were divorced or separated (11.1%), remarried (37.8%), lived with others
(15.6%), had alcohol abuse (20%) and smoking (6.7%), husbands’ alcohol abuse
(82.2%) and gambling (31.1%), unplanned pregnancy (71.1%), unwanted pregnancy
(8.9%), had more gravidarum, parity, and abortion than non-abused pregnant women (p
< .05). Physical and emotional pregnant women were more likely to be delivered by
vacuum or forceps extraction than normal delivery or ceasarean section (p < .05).

The overall results of this study supported the proposed hypotheses in that
abused pregnant women were more likely to report higher stress during pregnancy,
higher depressive symptoms at antenatal and postpartum period, lower level of
breastfeeding satisfaction than non-abused pregnant women (p < .05). From path
diagrams, the results revealed that physical abuse had direct effect on stress during
pregnancy, but had indirect effect on emotional and sexual abuse. Emotional abuse had
direct effect on depressive symptoms. Physical and sexual abuse had direct effects on
breastfeeding satisfaction, but in an opposite direction.

The suggestions of this study were divided into four dimensions including with
education, research, practice, and policy development in order to prevent and solve this

problem effectively and integratively from pregnancy to postpartum period.





