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This research critiques research concepfuadlization in genders,
sexudlities, and AIDS studies. Using feminist lenses, researchers analyze
popular ferms frequently used across the studies. The research
focus also includes the deconstruction of discourses and narrative
authority presented in the studies. Most of the 45 studies selected
for Thfs research are positivist studies. Some others employ
inferpretative and critical research appreoaches. Research
conceptuadlization in each of the three research approaches is
different from one another. The differences hold from setfing out
research objectives, conduct of data collection and interpretation,

and linkages between research findings and recommendations.

Researchers found three common practices among AIDS studies.
First, AIDS researchers are inclined that socio-economic change in
Thai society encourcges Thai women's sexualifies and influences
their non-traditional aftitudes foward sexual relations. Second, AIDS
researchers always refer to sexual relations as relations between

men and women. This instinctive practice” demonsirates how AIDS
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researchers inherent the thought of “normal” sex. Third, _AE:\IDS
researchers constantly categorize people into the “same grodps”
and assume that the people who “belong” to the same groups
must practice the same (sexual) behaviors. For example, people in

“at-risk” groups must all have risky behaviors,

The popular terms analyzed in this research include ‘marriage’
‘pre-marital sex’”  ‘rak nuan sa ngoun tua or literally to reserve the
body’  ‘risk behavior’ ‘risk group’ and ‘sum sawn or promiscuity.’
The analysis leads to a better understanding of how a social
discourse is constructed and reproduced, how narrative authority
arises, and how a deconstruction of both discourse and narrative
duthority could occur. How the study subjects are discussed and
positioned in a study, which is partly reflected in the use of these
popular terms, implies research approach and research
conceptualization AIDS researchers undertake for their studies. Most
importantly, these popular terms selected for the writing of study
reports show what discourse AIDS researchers reproduce, and what

structural power they negotiate with.

Research findings indicate that most of the gender, sexuality and
AIDS studies selected for this research (1) reproduce the rak nuan
sa ngoun tua ideology, (2) criticize pre-marital sex especially
among young,wovmen, (3) generate myths about “risk group.”
(4) construct a belief that condom use is associated with
promiscuocus men and sex workers, and (5) fail to employ KAP
Survey to produce new knowledge on gender and AIDS.

Researchers recommend paradigm to be shifted for AIDS studies.
The recommendations incliude (1) AIDS researchers must
undersfond that HIV infection is. about unsafe practices that tead
to infection. Neither particular professions such as sex worker nor
particular group of people such as men who visit commercial sex
can be the sole reason for HIV infection. (2) for condom research,
more attention should be paid to Thai sexual culture and condom
use and the confinuation of condom use. (3) there is lack of
knowledge and understanding about populations such as
fransgender, women who love women and bisexual. There should
therefore be studies about these marginalized people and also
other under-researched topics such as violence against women
and their risk in HIV infection, discrimination against sex workers
and their risk in HIV infection, migrant workers and their risk of HIV
infection, and the latest topic that has not been studied at all, the

cyber genders and sexualities.





