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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study the form and layout of the
homepage of the website Palungjit, the content of the webboard of the website
Palungjit, the internet usage behavior of its users, and also the benefits and
gratification levels of the same users. Questionnaires were distributed to 140 users of
the website Palungjit from July to August 2009. Data were analyzed by the statistical
methods percentage and mean.

The research results showed that the homepage of this website consisted of
three parts: page header, page body and page footer. The main colors of the homepage
were orange and blue and its multimedia were text, still images, animation, and sound.
The website Palungjit users’ ranged in age between 21-30 (32.29%) and 31-40
(25.71%) years old respectively. Users’ gratification levels of the website Palungjit’s
form and layout and the content of the webboard of the website Palungjit were high.
The most popular forums among the website Palungjit’s users were “Buddhism” and
“Buddhism and Science” (45% equally) which coincided with the numbers of their
threads: 1,399 and 1,312 respectively. The benefits from the website Palungjit were
attaining Buddhist knowledge and bringing Buddhist benefits to daily life.

For Further research into the website Palungjit, the formation of computer
friendships should be investigated at a deeper level as well as the semiotics of the
website.

KEY WORDS: DISSEMINATION / BUDDHISM / INTERNET / WEBSITE

92 pages






