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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to examine children’s opinions and
factors affecting their opinions on child friendly cities through quantitative and
qualitative research. Questionnaires were employed for collecting data among 400
Mathayom Suksa 1-3 students (12-15 years old) attending schools in the Bangkae
District during the school year 2009. The qualitative research methods included
in-depth interview and descriptive analysis to gather data. The quantitative analysis
applied statistical tools such as Percentage, Mean, Standard Deviation, One-way
ANOVA and t-test.

Results revealed that most samples had a high degree of valid opinions and
perceptions of children’s rights. Meanwhile, their perceptions on news about
child friendly cities and problems were low. Gender was shown to affect their opinion,
showing a statistical significance of 0.05. Perception of city environmental problems
and children’s rights perception were factors that influenced the sample’s opinions
as well, having a statistical of significance 0.001.

The sample recommended improved city operations through organizing
activities to raise environmental consciousness among children. Recommendations
also included building a healthy city with increased access to exercise facilities, and
arranging exercise activities for families. Crime can be reduced by increasing security
guards in high risk areas. For families in the city, strong family ties must be
encouraged. Community and mobile libraries should be available with better books
and learning equipment to improve literacy. Regarding children’s rights and
protection, responsible agencies must be established to actively enforce the law. As for
creativity, there should be more city lots opened for children to explore and develop
their potential. To encourage child participation, a children’s council should be
established for children to get involve in community development. Further suggestions
included increasing publicity on child friendly cites guidelines, projects and activities
through different media as well as allocating a larger budget or staff to handling
children related projects. These projects should include established policies and
coordinated planning between government agencies, sub-district administrations,
multi-disciplinary networks, and representatives of children. Children and youths must
be reminded of environmental problems and encouraged to participate in problem-
solving through arranged activities and related environmental experiences.
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