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ABSTRACT

Research Title: Improving Regulations and Laws for
Enhancing the Use of Criminal Justice
~ Information in Thailand
Researcher : Tanansak Borwornnuntakul and Colleques.

Date . April 2007

The objectives of this study were to survey the communication of
criminal justice information in relevant governmental organizations under the
National Master Plan for Criminal Justice Information Technology Paper.]
(B.E. 2548-2551), delineating not only the problems and obstacles but also the
existing rules, regulations and laws, including proposals for problem solving

as well as improving such procedures.

Methods for collecting data included documentary research and
focus group seminars among criminal justice stakeholders, including interviews
with those who are directly working on such criminal justice information

technology.

The results of this study revealed that there were only a few criminal
justice units collaborating on criminal justice information sharing. In addition,
there still remain various problems and obstacles such as, a lack of a clear-cut
po'licy on justice data sharing, an absence of a key central unit, inadequate
finance, lack of information technology experts, no standardized formats, a
general unawareness of information database, a lack of intention by the CEO, a

lack of readiness for integration etc.
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As for the relevant regulations and laws, generally speaking, there
are four classifications as follows: the laws concerned with the integration of
criminal justice information, personal data protection law, intellectual property
law, and computer misuse laws. The Thai criminal justice system is currently
lacking some essential legal provisions for justice information sharing such as a
specific justice in'{egration law and personal data protection law. In addition,
existing legal provisions are causing obstacles for achieving, including The
Constitution of The Kingdom of Thailand, The Government Information Act
B.E. 2540, the Organic law not only regarding the Committee for Prevention
and Suppression of Money Laundering Act but also the National Committee
for the Prevention and Suppression of Corruption etc. Be that as it may, there
are some contributing provisions for data sharing laws such as The Electronic
Activities Act of B.E. 2544, the Regulation of The General Attorney on
Criminal Procedures B.E.2545..etc. As a matter of fact, we can apply such

laws to enhance criminal justice integration.

The recommendations for this study are to develop the
communication among the internal departments in the justice ministry and
extend this to similar mission organizations and relevant criminal outsider
organizations, to formulate a Code of Practice, to set up liaison officers for
cooperating in the procedure, to pass a ministerial announcement (as
administrative law) for criminal justice information sharing and enact specific
acts for the connecting, sharing and integrating of criminal justice information

in terms of administrative and management legal measures.





