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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the study were to examine community participation
and factors that influence cultural heritage conservation, including problems,
obstacles, and local people’s opinions regarding cultural heritage conservation
through quantitative and qualitative research. A qualitative study was conducted
among occupants of 250 local households, aged over 18 years, who had been living
at Tonyong Lulo Sub-district and Barahom Sub-district at least 3 years. The
research tool used was a questionnaire to which statistical applications of
percentage, mean, and standard deviation, comparative group study, and one-way
ANOVA were applied. The quantitative study involved interviewing 10 key
informants and presenting data through descriptive analysis.

Study results indicated that the majority of local people [98.80 %]
participated poorly in cultural heritage conservation. Occupation, educational level,
and perception of on cultural heritage conservation affected opinions with statistical
significance of p=.001, whereas age and number of years living in the community
affected local people’s participation in cultural heritage conservation with statistical
significance of p=.01 and of p=.05, respectively. As for obstacles to cultural
heritage conservation, there was no community action group on cultural heritage
conservation, group or government organization directly affecting cultural heritage
conservation. Moreover, cultural heritage conservation activities were limited as
government agencies have never set up awareness policies for cultural heritage
conservation.

Recommendations for responsible agencies, including local media , are
that knowledge should be disseminated among people so that they can learn about
the impacts and benefits from cultural heritage conservation and existing problems
regarding cultural heritage conservation in the area. Besides, knowledge on local
history should be disseminated among the locals to build awareness on cultural
heritage conservation through television, radio, and government agencies.
| Furthermore, activities on cultural heritage conservation should be actively
promoted with interesting short-term activities to encourage people’s participation
in cultural heritage conservation, leading to sustainable cultural heritage
conservation in the future.
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