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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis is to study the learning and teaching of Saw-U in the College of
Dramatic Arts in order to search for the best guidelines on how to teach Saw-U techniques for the
serenade. at an advanced level. Data collection was done by using a qualitative research method. Data
were collected from November 2008 to September 2009 through 20 in-depth interviews with the
director of the College of Dramatic Arts, the head of the stringed instruments department, 6 Saw-U
teachers, students majoring in Saw-U in M.1 — M.3, and students majoring in Saw-U at vocational
certificate levels 1 - 3. Two students were chosen from each class for interviews for a total of 12
students.

The research results showed that the curriculum used in the teaching and learning of
‘Saw-U at the College of Dramatic Arts can produce musicians who are able to perform the serenade at
an advanced level because 40% of the classes taught in the college are performing major classes.
Learning and teaching at the college are done by several methods including the hands-on teaching
method and demonstration method. The most important concepts in learning are the attention and
determination of the students. They must listen carefully, observe thoroughly, and imitate the model of
the teachers to collect as many details and useful techniques regarding the songs as possible. During the
| beginning of the study in M.1, each student was first tested with a difficult and complex song to verify
the ability of the student and decide whether they can be a Saw-U musician or not. After that, the
lessons are taught in steps from easy to difficult. Teachers are also very helpful to students as they
recommend good techniques to the students to improve the melody of the songs. Evaluation of students’
performance is done along with the correction of mistakes and the giving of advice. This results in a
significant improvement of students in performing Saw-U. However, this method cannot distribute
knowledge to all students equally since achievement depends on the foundation, motivation, dedication,
patience, and concentration in practicing of each student. S .

In order to be a Saw-U musician who can perform the serenade at an a,dvanced level,
stage performance experience and skills are required. Determination in overcoming problems while
performing together with other groups is also a necessary factor as well. The College of Dramatic
Arts” should provide more performance and practice opportunities for students as part of their
development which leads to success in learning and becoming prqfessional Saw-U performers.
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