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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study the level of awareness and factors affecting
awareness on water resource problems in Koh Samui, Suratthani Province. Learning
problems, obstacles and recommendations for raising people’s awareness on water
resource problems were studied using both quantitative and qualitative research
methods. Quantitative research was conducted among the adult population who had
been living in Koh Samui, Suratthani Province for at least 3 years, using
questionnaires. Data analysis using One-way ANOVA and t-test was also applied. For
qualitative research, the study employed in-depth interviews and presented data
through descriptive analysis.

The results of this study indicated that the majority of people are fairly
aware of water resource problems. After studying the factors affecting awareness, it
was found that receiving news on water resources, level of education and the value
given to water resources influenced people’s awareness on water resources, with a
statistical of significance 0.001. Choice of occupation and number of family members
also affected people’s awareness on water resources with a statistical significance of
0.01. Moreover, average monthly income and knowledge of water resources, also
affected people’s awareness on water resources with a statistical significance of 0.05.
Regarding obstacles, it was found that people gave less attention to water resource
problems in the area. People had inaccurate information about local water resources
and little access to that information. In addition, there was inefficient collaboration
between government, the private sector and citizens to promote environmental
activities on water resources.

This research recommends that the concerned parties join together to
provide more information on water resource problems through various media such as
newspaper, cable tv, and notices in strong support of water conservation. This is to be
done with the aim of raising awareness on area water resource problems among
children, youths and the general public.
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