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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study decision making about fuel
selection for cars and factors affecting the decision making of private car drivers in the
Bangkok Metropolitan area towards fuel selection, and to study the problems, obstacles
and recommendations for car fuel selection. The data collection was by questionnaire
with a sample of 400 private car drivers who parked their cars at a Park & Ride area of
Metropolitan Rapid Transit MRT). The data analysis was by descriptive statistics, mean

group comparison and one-way analysis of variance.

The results revealed that most private car drivers decided to use alternative
energy as the preferred fuel for their cars. They selected gasohol and planned to continue
using this fuel in the future. Factors affecting the decision making were average monthly
income and news perception about fuel (at the 0.05 significance level), whereas giving
value to the environment also affected decision making at the 0.001 significance level.
Important obstacles affecting fuel selection were: the discontinuity of government
policy, cost of fuel, lack of coverage by service stations, and insecurity about the qualities
of alternative energy, i.e. whether it would be safe and not adversely affect the engine.
Moreover, the sample also needed real energy information in terms of price and fuel
quality. However, with traffic jam problems, the lack of good public transportation
| service, and incomplete coverage over the service areas, more still selected private cars
over the public transportation system for their travel.

Based upon the research findings, the recommendations include persuading
government agencies to accelerate confidence in people about energy use policy both
continuously and concretely. Moreover, there should be increased public relations efforts
through every kind of media about fuel information, especially information confirming
fuel quality, safety, and engine effects including the campaign to support people turning
to clean alternative energy in order to reduce petrol use and reduce environmental
pollution. These should be done together with public transportation improvement and
development and better service, in order to motivate people to use public transportation
more for their travel choice, which will have the result of reducing private car use and
consequently reduce traffic jams and air pollution accordingly.
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