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Abstract
TE146249
This study has been aimed at the role of Buddhist monks in cementing the
cultural refationship of the people in the upper regions of northern Thailand and the
Shan State of Myanmar. The study has the following objectives:

To study the role of monks as the consolidators of the cultural relationship in
the upper regions of northern Thailand and the Shan State of Myanmar, To study the
influence of Buddhism on the customs traditions and conventions of the Lan Na —
Shan - society and To study a proper direction based on Buddhism as an alternative
to establish endurable relationship with Myanmar.

The study has been focussed on the roles of the three prominent monks:

1. Kruba Bunchum Nanasamvaro of Wat Donruang in the town of

Muangpong of Myanmar,

2. Phra Adhikarn Anond Adittadhammo of Wat Tha Kradart, Muang

district, the city of Chiang Mai, and

3. Phragruveluvanpithak of Wat Phrabuddhabattakpha, Pa Sang district,

the city of Lumphun.

The three monks, who have been well respected by the peoples and the
government officials of both sides, have been playing important roles in stabilizing
the relationship between the people of the upper regions of Northern Thailand and
people of the Shan State. The roles consist of the propagation of Buddhism,
education of the people and the construction of religious building. The monks also
have stimulated inter — communication among the people with such religious
activities as the Forest Robe Presentation Ceremony and the Krathin Ceremony.

As a result of the study, it has been found ot that the monks’ roles have not
only promoted good relationship and co-operation among the people but also helped
preserve the cultural heritage of the Tai and popularize literary works in the area. The

relations among the people have been found to be normal inspite of the occasional
rough relations at the level of the government. This good relationship is based on the
fact that both Lan Na and Shan State have had close relationship since ancient times
in terms of trade, politics, religion, language, culture and way of life. The monks,
however, will remain the important factor in re-enforcing the good relationship
between Lan Na and the Shan State of Myanmar.



