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Abstract

TE133871

This research is an anthropological study on the role of women in
development. The objective is to analyze the effectiveness and impact of the
integrating women into development in the context of economic crisis. Three main
concepts; women and development, the domestication of women, and gender
and sexuality in Thai society, aré utilized in the theoretical framework.

The concept of development in this research is considered as a political
practice. Its is constructed by social groups to change social values and to adjust to
power relations. The development in slum community is aim to promote bothwomen
to access to and control over resources and benefits as equal footing with men. But
without considering inferior status of women in community, its bringsabout exclusion
of women from accessibility of resources and negative impacts onwomen in many ways.

Integration of women into development in last decade, even on the one hand it
could be able to create more social space for women to participate in and get benefits
from development, but on the other hand it leaded to marginalization of women,
especially poor and powerless women whose are venerable groups. Because the
implementation of development by state agencies and non-government organizations
did not consider gender inequality existing in slum and disadvantaged position of
women compared to men in the same socio-economical status. Without a purpose to
redress the gender inequality existing in community, implementation of development
in slum finally paved the way for the powerful groups in.community to get more powefs
and benefits. The poor and powerless one not only got less benefits, but they are not
aware the impact of development that its created a myth that both men and women are
in a process of change to be a better life and empowerment.

Integration of slum women into development without concerning a gender
inequality existing in community, moreover, leads to discrimination against women
and more differentiation among women. Because the involvement of women in
development support women in superior status to be leaders and get more benefits
meanwhile the inferior women are beneficiaries only. So its perpetuate a myth that
all people involving in development get equal opportunities and benefits. In
addition, the development without concerning gender equality bring about a
negative impact on women as the superior women become a part of male dominant
and a resistance of challenging of patriarchy.





