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The purposes of this study were (1) to examine the role of police officers’ duty
performance in 2007 general election at Chomthong police station, Chiang Mai province,
including political involvement of police officers as a citizen in tf\e election, and (2) to
investigate problems and obstacles of duty performance of police officers in 2007 general
election at Chomthong police station, Chomthong district, Chiang Mai province. Quantitative
and qualitative methods were used in this study. A set of questionnaires were used to collect
data from 130 police officers at Chomthong police station, Chiang Mai province, and 10 non-
commissioned and commissioned police officers were interviewed.

The results revealed that police officers at Chomthong police station, Chiang Mai
province, in 2007 general election played key role in maintaining security in the election, and
helped facilitate the election both directly and indirectly as appointed by regional election
commission committee or sub-committee to maintain security and strictly protect ballot
boxes. In addition, police officers played another key role in spotting election frauds, and
maintaining security and controlled traffic systems near election units. The overall political
involvement of police officers at Chomthong police station, Chiang Mai province, in 2007
general election was at a high level in terms of voting and information monitoring, but

expressing political opinions and explicitly support the candidates were not many since they
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affected duty performance, and regulations as police officers were informed to remain neutral
in the election.

Major problems and obstacles of duty performance in 2007 general election were
patronage system, including personal kinship relationships, and problems caused by
influential people in the area. In other words, the majority of police officers were born in the
area; their parents and relatives lived and had a spouse in the area, so police officers
themselves were their relatives which made the problems more complicated. When these
relatives were exploited by politicians in order to gain political benefits through patronage
system, problems and obstacles emerged in police officers’ duty performance. For these
reasons, people were not giving any information, evidence, and being a witness for vote
buying/selling and election frauds. This became a major problem of police officers’® duty
performance. .

Furthermore, other problems, according to police officers’ point of view, were
lacking of police officers, fuel budgets for police vehicles, allowances, and motivation on
duty performance.

The researcher proposes solutions in three levels. The first level is for the
government, as follows: (1) the government should develop the economy in rural area so that
people can rely on themselves which would get rid of patronage system, and promote a fair
election. (2) the government should promote knowledge and understanding to villagers of fair
election advantages, and disadvantages of selling and buying votes, (3) the government
should consider adding more police officers to fit requirements in the area, and (4) the
government should consider adding more allowances and fuel budgets for police officers who
perform duty in the election in order to decrease troubles and increase motivation on job
performance.

The second level was for police stations, as follows: (1) police stations should
promote motivation on duty performance, such as praising or rewarding police officers who
perform duty in the election. (2) police stations should ensure security for people who are
witnesses or give evidence. (3) police officers should be friendly to people, and organize

friendship activities, such as sports events and community development, between police and



213386

local people so that people would belicve they can rely on police rather than influential
people.

The third level was for a society, as follows: (1) society shoﬁld promote the
importance of a cooperation with police on duty performance to promote a fair election. (2)
society should encourage all sectors—schools, temples, civil societies—to cooperate in
promoting knowledge and understanding among villagers on fair election advantages and
disadvantages of vote buying/selling.

The cooperation of all sectors would eventually yield benefits for police officers’

duty performance in the election.





