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The purpose of the thesis is to analyze the parent’s behavior towards his or her law-breaking
child, and vice versa, as well as the nature of tragedy related to the parent and child’s behavior in 4
Shobatsumono plays of Chikamatsu Monzaemon, the famous writer of Joururi and Kabuki plays in

the Edo period (1603 - 1867).

The study finds that the law-breaking child in these plays goes against the parent’s wish, and
has a tragic end. The parent means well, and tries to protect and save the child. But in doing so in 3
plays, the conflict between love for the child and duty towards society or someone else obstructs the

parent in the course of his or her help for the child and leads to the parent’s psychological sufferings.

The study also finds that besides the parent’s psychological sufferings there are other writing
tecchniques related to the parent and child that help intensify the tragic nature of the plays. In all the 4
plays, the parent wants to save the child but circumstances prevent him or her to do it directly and thus
has to help him through someone else; there are more scenes in which the parent expresses his or her
feelings for the child than the other way round; the parent verbalizes his or her love for the child while
not seeing him face to face. In 3 plays, the child’s criminal act is not intentional; the father is described

as old and pathetic.





