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This thesis aims to explore the postmodern thought that shapes economics, in particular the
notion of economic rationality, thus making a critical view for this assumption and exploring a new way to
define economic agent, including the presentation of some practical issues.

The problem of mainstream economics is the “reductionism” proposition that reduces individuals
into the abstract body, then located them under a more precise mathematical definition and individual action
relying solely on instrumental rationality. This narrow sense of interpretation caught the attention to introduce
postmodernism into economics. In a way, postmodern ‘moments’ together with the idea of deconstruction and
its implications to economics look further at the idea of postmodern ‘subject’. All this brings us to the self-
reflection of the philosophical view in order to construct a new framework to redefine an economic agent.
From a postmodernist point of view, the desiring economic agent should be both the situated and saturated
one which can be alternatively disappeared and reformed.

This study has further explored a practical view of postmodernism by using ‘signs consumption’ into
economics. Firstly, instead of quantitative analysis, more attention should be placed on the qualitative method
for the explanation of consumption behavior of individual by the theory of 'signs consumption’. Secondly, even
though the quantitative method or economic language still remains, the explanation of consumption behavior
in the postmodern condition can still be inserted to make more relevancy and thus create more diversified
explanations to economics.

Finally, economics should escape from singular self of agent that relies solely on instrumental
rationality. This could achieve by considering economic agent as a discourse generated and also by creating
more to other behavior patterns (such as gift and altruism) which could help to expand the view on economy
instead of limiting view on market exchange. The creation of a maore pluralistic view of economic agent should

be in line with the postmodern condition.





