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The purpose of this study is to examine perceived ambiguity in contemporary Thai
riddles and to analyze its functions. The data was collected from
http://joke.sanook.com/what.php and from collections of contemporary Thai riddles
published between 2003 - 2004.

The findings reveal that perceived ambiguity in contemporary Thai riddles can be
categorized into three groups: perceived linguistic ambiguity.' perceived metaphorical
ambiguity, and perceived linguistic and metaphorical ambiguity. in term of grammatical level
whereby ambiguity occurs, the study indicates that perceived linguistic ambiguity appears at
the phonological level, the morphological level, and the syntactic level. In terms of
relationship between ambiguous linguistic units, the study shows five types of relationship
including polysemy, homonymy, homophony, paraphony, and hahaphony. With respect to
perceived metaphorical ambiguity, two patterns are found, namely the metaphors of shapes
and the use of metaphors of manners. Moreover, it is found that pragmatic strategies
including violation of salience, violation of accessibility hierarchy, and violation of parallelism,
are employed in order to create ambiguity in contemporary Thai riddles.

In the light of the functions of perceived ambiguity, this study aims at analyzing the
relationship between the position that ambiguity occurs and the functions of ambiguity in the
riddles. It appears that the ambiguity occurred in the riddle question serves to mislead the
listener while the ambiguity occurred in the riddie answer and the explanatory part to link the
riddle question with the riddle answer. Finally, regarding entertaining function, the findings
show that ambiguity occurred in all parts of the riddle- the question, the answer, and the

explanatory part, can serve to create humour in order to entertain the riddling participants.





