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This thesis examines the role of the Thai military groups while General Prem
Tinsulanonda was serving as Prime Minister from 1980 to 1988. The studies focus on the change
of the military's role in politics and society that tended to decrease as their political influence
declined.

Under Gcncfal Prem's leadership, democracy was improved in Thai scciety which made
it difficult for the armed force to retain their influence over the government.

Therefore, military intervention in the political entity was not accepiable. Even though
General Prem got full support from the military groups when he was appointed as Prime Minister.
Later some military groups tried to revive theii role by staging of coups against the government
on April 1, 1981 and September 9, 1985. However, as a result of the two unsuccessful coups,
democracy in Thailand became effective and it was harder for the armed force to intercede the

politics.





